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Naval Recruits

Have Great Opportunities

Lieutenant George Pettingill Outlines Their Duties and Shows
That Life on Shipboard Has Many Attractions and Advantages

IEUT. GEORGE PETTINGILL,
who is in the city for a ghort time
for the purpose of securing re-
cruits for the United States navy,
was asked by a Journal reporter

to give some idea of the dutles of a naval
recruit and responded very cheerfully.

“I have been asked many tigpes,” sald the
Heutenant, ““what constitutes the training
of the recruit, where he goes and what he
does. 1 have answered the Individual inquir-
ers at length and will attempt to give the
Journal readers a general idea of the life
and environments that await the newly-en-
Jisted man in the navy.

“The men enlisted by a recruiting party
may be divided into three classes; the ap-
prentices, from sixteen to years
old;: the landsmen for training, from eight-
cen to twenty-five yvears, and the men with
traudes, from twenty-one to thirty-five years
0. age. Apprentices and landsmen for train-
ing must have practically the same require-
ments, with the age difference. They must
pars a thorough physical examination,
prove their American citizenship, be able to
read and write English and produce recom-
mendations as to previous character from
two citizens of standing.”

‘“What is the character of the physical
examination, lieutenant?”

“It embraces the following points.”
the reply. “"Proper weight for height, nor-
mal chest measurement and expansion, good
vizsion and hearing, sound teeth, good heart
and ungs, limbs, freedom ffrom de-
formities of any kind, normal throat and
nose, absence of any form of venereal
trouble, apd, generally, normal physical
development.

“Under men with trades.™
“1 have placed
quirements are the same as those for lands-
men And apprentices, except that coal
passers must be twenty-one years old. 1t
is not necessary to enumerate the different
trades In which I enlist men, since what
you wish to-day is to tell the unin-
structed what becomes of the ordinary re-
cruit (the landsman for training and the
apprentice).

“Upon enlistment,” the Hleutenant con-
tinued, “‘the apprentice is put aboard a
train for Newport, R. I.; his transportation
and subsistence are furnished by the gov-
ernment. Upon arrival at Newport the boy
is sent to the detention quarters, where he
is cleaned up. vaccinated, long hair cut,
dons sailor uniform and undergoes another
physical examination to insure the school
against contagious disease. From here he
gues to barracks, where his real schooling
begins. He is first given his bag and ham-
mock and clothing outfit. The government
furnishes every newly enlisted man with
$45 worth of clothing to start with. He is
taught to observe the usual routine of ship
lite, as well as It can be done in barracks.”

“Is there anything corresponding to the
military drill?”

“Yes. At first the boy is put In an awk-
ward squad and eventually graduates to
the battalion. He is instructed in the ele-
mentary branches, such as reading, writ-
ing. spelling, arithmetic, geography and
history. He is given practicel instruction
in seamanship—the handling of sails aloft,
the handling of boats under oars and sall,
swimming, setting up exercises (physical
drill), infantry and artiliery drill, instruc-
tion in the knowledge of the parts of the
ship, and more than anything else, how
to shoot all kinds of guns, from the little
22-short to the six-inch gun. More atten-
tion is pald to gunnery practice than to
anything else. This instruction  increases
after the boy goes aboard ship. The daily
routine is given in detail in ‘Our Naval Ap-
prentice’ publication, devoted to the inter-
ests of naval apprentices.”

“The young men are allowed opportunity
for recreation, of course?”

“Certaitly. Besides the daily drills, the
Doys have their sports. Every training
station has a football and baseball team
and every effort is made by the officers and
Instructors to encourage athletic contests
among the recruits.

AFTER THE FIRST LESSON.

“After about six months at the training
station,” the  speaker went on, “during
which time the apprentice has been taught
the religion of cleanliness and obedience,
he i put aboard the training ship. These
ships make cruises of about six months’
duration, at times during which they may
be at sea for fifteen or twenty days at a
time. Attractive ports are visited and
*shore leave’ is given as frequently as is
compatibie with the maintenance of ef-
ficlency aboard Nowadays it is the aim of
the Navy Department tc glve a generous
allowance of leave to the men in order to
make .5e life as pleasant and as little irk-
some as possible. The results of this at-
titude of the department have been marvel-
ous in the reduction of the number of de-
sertions,

“Aboard the training ship the apprentice
comes in direct contact with ship routine
at sea, and is made to grow accustomed
to this new mode of life. It is wonderful
to see how quickly the intelligent young
men wWe get nowadays in the service pick
up the ways and habits of the life.

“They are taught to steer by the compass,
to send and receive signals, to handle sail
under way, to heave the lead and read the
Jog and master thelr duties in the different
evolutions, such as ‘clearing ship for
action,” ‘colusion Aarill,” ‘rire drill,” ‘general
guarters” and ‘abandon ship.' More im-
portant than anything else, they are given
their first Instruction in the firing of guns
under way to accustom them to the habit
of keeplng the sights on the target at all
* Berfods of the ship's roll. This is, in my
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“How long dones the training continue be-
fore results are shown?" the lHeutenant was
asked.

“After spending from four to six months
on the training ship the apprentice
a4 ‘rating.* that is, a promotion to appren-
tice first-class. He then goes aboard a
regular cruising vessel, after a leave of
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Then comes his opportunity to
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gsent to the training station at the League
Island navy vard, Philadelphia, Pa. Their
ln-riml of instruction at the training sta-
tion and aboard ship Is about of the
duration, and their
ship afterward are much the same
CHANCE FOR ADVANCEMENT.

“The opportunities of the enlisted
Take the case of an apprentice enlisting al
gixteen years of age. By the time he has
reached his majority (the expiration of his
enlistment), it is possible for him te
paid off as chief petty officer at $70 a month
tclear.) Suppose he re-enlists at once. He
Is given four months' leave, by contract,
and paid four monthg’ wages gratis. Then
he spends a year ‘at sea,” as a chief petty
In army parlance, one would say,
‘first sergeant.” Then he can come up for
examination for warrant officer. In this
grade he recelves a salary of from $1.20 to
31,40 a year, depending upon length of
gervice. After spending six vears in the
warrant officer's grade, he can come take
an examinaticn for the regular line of the
navy, upon passing which he ig in regular
line of promotion, on an equal footing with
the Annapolis graduate. Twelve such ap-
pointments are made a year if the exami-
nations are passed. This would make him
twenty-eight years old and an ensign in
the navy. A bill is being pushed in Con-
Bress at present to change the time limit
of #ix -years to two; this would make the
ensign twenty-four vears old., which is
about the age at which the Annapolis grad-
uate gets his commission. Of course, |
am taking the case of a very energetic,
bright, ambitious man. But the conditions
I have given are possible, and in cases with
which 1 am acquainted have been fulfilled.

“The landsman for training has all these
opportunities afforded him with the ex-
ception of the privilege of taking an ex-
amination tc enter the regular line of the
qu\‘lvt-. but efforts are being made at pres-
ent to give the landsman for training the
same privilege, and 1 have no doubt, in
view of the present tendency to advance
the enlisted men in ail departments, that
they will be placed on the same footing in
a vear or two."

“But, lieutenant,” the jnterviewer asked,
“are not the recruits of the superior class
You mention rather scarce?”

“It Is hard to persuade the people of
the interior that the class of men wanted
ln_the navy is other than the riffraff and
ne er-to-do-well type,”” the officer replied.
“In the old days of tack and sheets and
halliards and bowlines, the navy had a
large perceitage of foreigners of poor
stamp, but in these days of tin ships, there
is s0 much machinery, so many mechanical
apphances and electrical devices, that the
‘man behind the gun’' must be of a better
mental calibre, able to do a number of
things that require a mechanic's knowl-
edge.
pose the big majority of our navy at pres-
ent, that they are men of good mental and
moral stamp, high ideals and self-respect;
they feel that they are in a legitimate pro-
fession, and are entitled to the considera-
tion of their superiors, which, I am happy
to say, they recelve. Every opportunity
is given them for study and advancement,
and the officers throughout the service will
anxiously support an energetic man of
promise.

A GOOD CLASS OF MEN."

“I am very desirous,” the speaker con-
tinued, “of impressing upon the public the
fact that the status and morale of the en-
listed man is excellent, because most peo-
ple think that the only excuse for a man
taking up the life is the hope of going
through the contaminating stage of enlist-

ment and getting a commission. That is
not the spirit desired. We cannot all be
officers, and I wish to make the public un-
derstand that the men who do the work
live under very satigfactory, self-respect-
ing conditions.”
~ “Then the service is really attractive of
itsclf, apart from possible promotions?"”
“Yes, and educational. To show the ad-
vancement that boys under instruction may
make in the navy 1 will cite an instance
from my own experience. Upon my return
from China, two years ago, I was assigned
to a little training ship, the Alert. We had
1235 boys aboard, besides a small crew of
about thirty men on deck. Some of the
boys, when they came aboard, could not
tell starboard from port, or forward from
art; I found one boy who didn't know how
to tell time. We had them aboard for five
months. Most of our success in the train-
ing of these youngsters was due to the fact
that our executive officer, Lieut. Conde
Blish (a Hoosier by the way, from Sey-
mour Ind.), was a pastmaster in the art
of handling men, besides being one of the
best officers in the service. Before they left
the ship they had acquired all ‘of the ordi-
nary attributes of modern men-o'-waursmen,
and, besides, we had a class among them
of about twelve who were being taught the
rudiments of navigation. 1 had a class of
ten who were given Instruction in going
down in a diving suit. They were a littie
wary at first, but after | had gone down
to show them the satety of it, I had dozens
of volunteers, These boys were mostly
from Texas, and I have no doubt that nine-
tenths of them will stay in the service, and
I shall not be surprised to meet some of
them one day with gold stripes om their
sleeves, 1 hope I may.”
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The order consists of a gold medal, about
the slze of a bizcult, round
hole e the ceénter and surrounded by a
filigree border interwoven with Chinese
characters and surmounted by a ring fas-
tening it to a ribbon. Upon the
proper are two elght-footed dragons,
ing a bilateral design about the circular
opening, whith incloses a gem. The grades
and are designated by the ribbons,
Thusg Mr. Peirce, the second
grade, first Mmay violet rib-
bon, embroidered in yellow dragons, while
the six agny officers, who are offercd the
third grade, must be satisfied with blue
ribbons, embroldered with red dragons. An
older order conferred by the Emperor upon
foreiguers is the “Dragon of Merit,” iusti-
tuted in 1863 for the French who took part
in the repression of the insurrection of
Tai-Pings. This is far less elaborate, how-
ever, than the “Double Dragon.”” With the
latter was sent to the State Department
seven ddiplomas, about a vard square.

A "Double” Dragon” was conferred upon
the late Hub Smith, secretary of the com-
mission of the Unitcd States to China,
but he died before the necessary legislation
was passed. Another was recently offered
to Commercial Agent Greener, at Viadivo-
stok, In reward for services to Chinese in
Siberia and to the Shausl famine sufferers,
but the latter has not yet the
State DLepartment.

TWO “RED EAGLES."

Two orders of the “Red Eagle,”
by the German Emperor, also repose in the
State Department’'s big s=troug box. OQOue
of these, with swords, was conferred upon
Capt. B. H. McCalla of the navy, who in
90 led 112 of our men to relieve the lega-
tions at Peking. By his bravery in that
engagement Captain McCalla won the ad-
miration of the Kaiser, who lately offered
the decoration as a testimonial of his
esteem. The same decoration is conferred
upon Capt. N. M. Brooks, superintendent
of foreign mails of the Postoffice Depart-
ment, who won the esteem of the Emperor
through his work in the recent international
postal congress. .

The order of the “Red Eagle’” was found-
ed mn 17656 by Prince George Willlam of
Anspach under the name of the “Order of
Fidelity.” In Germany it is the second
order of the realm, McCalla's
decoration of the second class, bearing with
it the title of "graud officer;” that of Cap-
tain Brooks, the third class, with the title
“commander.” Each decoration is accom-
panied by a diploma forth these
details. The decoration itself is a Maltese
cross, with the red c¢agle in the center,
the whole fastened to the breast with a
white ribbon striped with orange the
edges.

Germany’s oldest and most prized
tion iz the *“Order of St. John of
lem,” established in 1331, Its other
orders anre “The Military Cross of Merit.,”
“Civil Cross of Merit,”” *“Biack Eagle,”
“Tron Cross,” "Order of the Prince of the
House of Hohenzollern™ and *““Royal
Crown.”” The Emperor confers two orders
upon women exclusively; that of “Loulse™
and the “Cross of Merit.”

The Kaiser has offered many gifts
to our officials, and these are reposing with
the decorations. An exquisite gold watch
and chain Is being held for Capt. James M.
Miller of the navy and a costly silver writ-
ing table for Mr. Edwin V. Morgun, whose
exequatur as consul to Dalny
refused by the Russian goverument. Mr.
Morgan was secretary of the commission
which divided Samoa between Germany, the
United States and England, His courtesies
to the German commissioner were com-
mended to the Emperor Bix autograph
photographs of Prince Henry of Prussia
have also been offered to as many of our
officials who alded in the reception of the
prince when he was iu this couuatry, viz;
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HIGHEST FRENCH ORDER.

The “l.egion of Honor” is the highest of
the French orders. After the revolution
had swept away all of those conferred by
the monarchy, it was established by the
consulate, and was greatly enlarged by
Napoleon 1. It was a great power in his
hands, but after his time it became
graded by indiscriminate bestowals. In late
vears there have been scandals as a result
of -charges that it has been conferred in
exchange for money, but many efforts have
been made to purify it and the President
of France still remains, ex officio, chief sov-
ereign and grand master.

Seven other French decorations being re-
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France to Captain C. DeW. Willcox, U. 8.
A. Taptain Willcox' will be eligible to the
decoration of “‘officer Pinstruction pub-
Hgue' after having worn this decoration for
five years. He may then exchange his
silver wreath for one of gold. These two
orders were instituted in 1508
by the decree organizing the French Uni-
Versiiy.
GIFTS FROM KING EDWARD.

Several gifts from King Edward com-
plete the State Department’'s extensive and
valuable One of these is a
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Further decorations which Congress must
act upon, but which have not yet arrived
at the State Department, are the “Order of
Pal Kuk,” just upon Minister
Horace Allen at Seoul by the Emperor of
the “‘Star of Ethiopia,” conferred by
Emperor Menelik of Ethiopia upon Consul
General Robert P. Skinner, Lieut. C. L.
Hussey, U, 8, N., and Captain Thorpe, U.
8. Marine Corps—which three officers were
in charge of the recent expedition to Ad-
dis-Ababa—and the *“"Menelik’’ Medal, con-
ferred by the Emperor of Ethiopia upon the
marines and bluejackets who formed the
of the Skinner expedition.

In regard to the matter of foreign orders,
it may be of interest to know that through-
out the old world there is an almost uni-
versal rule prescribing where and how those
of the respective ranks or classes are to be
worn. Those decorated with the grand
crosg of any order are entitled to wear a
the distinguishing ribbon, extend-
ing from the right shoulder to the left
hip: also the decoration itself upon the left
breast. Those of the grade usually desig-
nated by the title of “commander” append
their orders to ribbons about the neck.
Kuights and chevaliers wear their smaller
decorations fastened by shorter ribbons to
the left breast.

There has been talk of “omnibusing’ all
of these proffered decorations and gifts in
one bill. Chairman Cullom of the Senate
committee on foreign relations ‘is known to
be opposed to their acceptance, and Senator
Spooner agrees in the main with the chair-
man. Senators Lodge and Frye are, how-
ever, of the opiuion that refusal of these
honors would be a slight to the rulers offer-
ing them, and would be contrary te diplo-
matic usage, If all of the orders and gifts
are allowed the State Department will pre-
sent a strictly Christmas day aspect on the
day of their distribution.

JOHN ELFRETH WATKINS.
[Copyright, 1904.]
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Spring’s Rosary..In the Bird World

AZING on this chaplet of birds

which i= drifting by with so vari-
one may fancy

it the spring, as she

embraces the world in her Ave
and., by beautiful example, wWoos it
to an attitude of adoration. These first-fly-
ing winged thoughts carry with them a
vision of the lovely virgin at her devotions,
as her slender hands tell over the vernal
beads. Certain of them she murmurs swift-
over others she lin-
with a brooding sweetness; and if
there are over which her
head. there are others that uplift her eyes
with a reverent gladness. She is young and
beautiful All
arc tixed on the visible message, all
heanrken to the new-old orisons, now
coming faintly, now ecstatically, from the
vouthful heart of spring; and the brown
itills listen like solemn-browed priests,
buried in meditation and musing retrospec-
tion.

There's the robin for peace, the little door-
step bird for content; the gentle bluebird
and the timid white throat for purity. As
she meditates on gladness, the song spar-
row, the Bewick wren and the brown thrush
slip from under her fingers, followed by the
Carolina wren and the warbling vireo, who
are eloguent of the pure joy of life. Of re-
pentance and sin that is too base to be her
the croaking blackbird and the false
cowbird bear witness, while the handsome
bluejay carries the stigma of hypocrisy.
She turns hastily from these to dwell upon
the humanity of Bob White, the drollery of
the chat, the persistence of that companion
to the =tars, the whipporwill. Pensiveness
dims her eyes as the pewee takes flight and
the mellow tones of the redwing reminds
her of duty. Then, with the passing of the
meadowlark and the rose-breasted gros-
beak, her thoughts flit to high endeavor,

constancy,
rosary of

able a

Martias,

Iy and lets them go,
gers
bows

those she

and beloved of all the world.
eves

ears

OwWTn

rising thence loftily with song and wing of
purple martins. Soaring there in spirit, she
looks fondly down upon the simple goodness
of the towhee, the tenderness of the modest
field sparrow, and the adoration of Bach-
man-of-the-stubble, all of whom she would
fain retain. She weeps a little that the cat-
bird, the indigo and the tanager £hould be
misunderstood, but them forth re-
luctantly for what they are. It is one of
her griefs, too, that the vesper sparrow
should slight her inspiration, but she lin-
gers over his first three notes forgivingly.
At Phoebe's ¢all she smliles once more, and

bridles with fond pride over the beauty of
the orioles, as ghe adds a touch of gayety
to the song of the frequenter of orchards.
Hardly can she bring herself to release
the little kinglets, for very love of their
melody and weeness, yet winged fancies
press upon her and must receive her bene-
diction. While she muses upon determina-
tion the various woodpeckers are sped upon
theilr mission, and when she relaxes into a
patient mood she permites the cardinal to
voice her thought. Between the watchful-
ness of the shrike and the absorption of the
wiater thrush she thrusts the self-devotion
of the waxwing., With exultation she sees
the intelligence of the vireos, one and all,
and fits them to the green leaves that they
may safely make unceasing music. And
with satisfaction she tells off the little
gnatcatcher—so high a sense of paternal
dignity compressed within so small a bunch
of frisky feathers. Modesty she emphasizes
in both the cuckoos—so beautiful, yet so
s¢ldom seen—and praise of creation in the
lay of the lark finch. Merriment possesses
her as DBob-o-Lincoln flits north. There is
ecstatic  gratitude, alternately flinging
itgelf into the heavens in a carol and tumb-
ling into the honiled depths of clover! Then
the innumerable little warblers—painted so
gayly to command the admiring eye; in
them she finds ardent faithfulness in small
things, singing their slender songs with all
their might, for in featherdom the single
talent is never buried, but mounted on a
haystack—witness dickcissel! And the
thrushes—her last bead? 8he ciings to that,
if to any. It betokens evening light in the
wood—s=ilence, the clarion note—and serene
exaltation of spirit.
ELIZABETH NUNEMACHER.,

sends

Lieut P. M. Goodrich,
Decorated by Chinese Emperor

Lieut. C. C. Ninney,
Decorated by Chinese Emperor
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r—r!" The breath of the De-
strover smote the back of his
neck, a strong hand clutched
him, pulled him violently to-

ward the ditch something struck his

shoulder, and Douglas Home was cast into
the brambles. The steam tram silently
climbed the hill without deigning to notice
it vietim. Whereupon Home scrambled
out of the ditch and gave sorrow words—

Anglo-8Saxon words.

He crawled up to the top of the hill and
gazed at 8t. Prudoc in the valley below.
His knapsack galled him; he was hungry,
tired, thirsty; and the lights in the little
village below looked inviting. How his
head ached! Te weird gloaming depressed
him: he wanted to get away from it, to
foregather with folk. This narrow escape
from being cut in two by the tramway en-
gine made him think dully of the pre-
cariousness of existence. He felt DBoer
sharpshooters pinging at him as he dragged
poor Featherstone's body away from the
melee. Who was it pulled him aside as
the engine came upon him Oh,
ves; this blue-eyved, tall slim girl in knick-
ers. He was annoyed that a Frenchwoman
with English-looking blue eyes should have
gaved him from a tram engine. He ab-
horred knickers—for girls. Before he could
stammer his thanks to the girl she mount-
ed her wheel like an athlete and. with a few
ringing words in French, whirled away
through the gloaming. In the midst of his
confusion he felt grateful to her for not
exposing the badness of his French. He
had come abroad with the idea that any
kind of French was good enough for Brit-
tany. Ugh! The growing bruise on his
shoulder warned him what would have hap-
pened had not the girl pulled him away
from that monster. He wasg quite unpre-
pared for such consideration from a
stranger. But that tram engine! Ah, if
he could only upset that!

“Just like the French,” he mauttered.
“What other nation would seek to slay the
tourist on whom it lives, by having steam
engines which crogs the road in the gloam-
ing and come upon one with hardly a
gound? Pouf! As they say here, that was
a narrow shave. How am [ to get even
with the girl for saving my life? What
would they say in Fleet street if my
mangled remains had been found in an
obscure corner of Brittany? The fellows
would feel annoyed that a war correspond-
ent had come to so untimely an end. On sec-
ond thought''—he ruefully surveyed his
knapsack, in which the engine had torn a
hole—""it would annoy me also."

He moved toward the valley, having once
more recovered ‘“tone.” Not even the
ghostly purr of a véhirllng windmill's =salls
could startle him now. “What right,” he
muttered, limping lamely down the hill—
*“*what right has a French girl to such beau-
tiful eyes? And she needn't have hurried
away without waiting to be thanked. No
repose about French people. Always in a
hurry. Perhaps she wanted to get home
to dress for dinner.”

He entered the little triangular market
place of St. Prudoc and made his way to
the nearest inn. No one seemed particular-
ly anxious to welcome him. FPeople were
busy moving tabies and chairs from the
big dining room.

He banged on the door wuntil
Lamerre appeared. Madame was voluble,
apologetic. *“Alns! that monsieur should
think her neglectful when she loved les
Anglais 80 much; but everyone was pre-
paring for the dance.”

Monsiceur was glad that she loved him,
but he was not interested in the dance.
Could he have a bed and some dinner—the
dinner first, the bed afterward?

But certainly. Monsieur must not worry
himself. Monsieur was wounded. If mon-
sieur would have the goodness to lean on
her she would show him to his room and
get him a nice little dinner in the bar par-
lor. The ordinary room was being pre-
pared for the ball. Monsleur had met
with an adventure?

Mounsieur had met with a steam eéengine
which had foully and treacherously sought
to slay him unawares, He had done noth-
ing to the steam engine, although it seemed
to resent his arrival at 8St. Prudoc.

Doubtless it lacked sympathy, Madame
Lamerre hastened to remark. If monsieur
would give himself the pain to make him-
self comfortable—— Ah! there was Marie
with the hot water,

Monsieur “gave himself the pain,” and
the motherly old French woman helped him
upstairs, presented him with a stiff glass
of cognac and, stripping o hie shirt in
spite of Home’'s protests, apglied soothing
unguents to the big, black, broken-skinned
welt across his shoulder. Then she re-
dressed him, put his arm in a sling and
looked at her work. “I do not understand
how monsieur comes to have his arm so
nearly dislocated?”

*“It was the girl,”” Home explained. *‘She
must have whirred up on her bike and
jerked me away just as if she had been
tailing a bull on the Pampas, I—1 was in
a brown study.”

Madame did not understand about tail-
ing bulls, but she helped Home down stairs
into the bar parlor, and gave him the best
dinner he had had for years.

“You musn't take =0 much trouble with
me,”’ he protested, after having eaten his
. *“You are too kind.”

“Mals, oul,” sald madame. “Monsleur
fails to comprehend. It is for the honor
of Frarce. Monsieur does not understand
that the steam engine has disgraced us as
a nation.”

Home felt annoyed when the door opened
and a rush of chilly September air filled
the room.

“Come in, mother,” sald an unmistak-

ably English voice, “or we shall be late. I
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nearly my wrist pulling that-—"
The girl suddenly, for Home had
risen to his feet, his handsome brown eyes
agiow

“So

sprained
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you're not French after all!”™ he
cried. *I knew it; 1 knew it!"

The girl looked at him doubtfully. *“Nao,
1 am not French,”' she said, slowly. “May
I ask the reason of this sudden accession
of patriotism part?”" Her cloak
slipped to the floor as she spoke, and she
stood revealed in all the beauty of sweet
one-and-twenty.

To hi=s great delight, Home noticed that
she no longer wore the disfiguring knickers.
A soft, fllmy blue dress set off her othefeal
beauty. She had exquisite blue eyes, yel-
low hair, sweet lips, even, white teeth,
straight nnse, to small, and shoulders
such as Mamma, be-
hind her, was the same, with the portliness
of twenty additional summers. She had a
frank, handscme face, and surveyed Home
with sympathy Englishman in &
strange land who had been wounded by un-
gympathetie steam engines
handsomer than the girl
letie., with brown and a mus-
tache which had not long encountered the
vicissitades of the world; it scemed to need
support

“1 think,” said mamma, “that my daugh-
ter had the of * She

The girl looked at Home.
g0 I can't my on
Mr. —?

“Douglas Home.”™

“W—what!" cried mother and daughter
together. “The Douglas Home?"' Here the
girl added, softly: ““The hero!"

Home blushed beneath his tan. “Of course
I'd no business to,"” he said, lamely. *“1
was ouly a correspondent. It was like my
cheek to interfere.”

"I—I'm glad I Interfered with that ens
gine,"” sald the girl. *“I really cannot get
this glove on by myself.”

“And you carried Lieutenant Feathers
stone’s body out of the thick of the fight,
with. Boer sharpshooters pinging at yon
all the time?" sald the mother.

“Please don't talk about it
Home. *“1 was in a terrible funk.”™

The girl made a little movement of her
wrist just as Home had nearly succeeded
in buttoning her glove. He had to begin !
all over again. Somchow, his hand shook.

“Have 1 hurt you?' she asked.

‘“Yes—you're hurting me npow.,” stam-
mered Home., *"That is—1 mean——" Ha
did not know what he meant. Apparently
the girl did, for a still lovelier color stole
into her cheeks. “Come in when you have
rested,” she saxd; and mother and daughter
left him.

Home fell into a reverie. "“"What's my
pulse going like this for?” he murmured.
“Dashed silly nonsense. It's only grati-
tude to her for looking so beautiful.”

A sudden chill ran through him. Another
girl—this time a dark one—stood regarding
him from the doorway of the ballroom.
S8he was evidently a Russian, tall. sallow,
black-eved, with that Inscrutable look
which comes from dwelling on snowy
steppes. And there was a sneer upon her
handsome lips.

“Monsieur iseseeing paradise with the
ald of his countrywoman?"' she asked.

Home's shoulder twitched. With a rustle
of black and amber draperies, she floated
toward him.

“Oh, you don't know me! You don't
know me! And yet 1 also saved your life.**

Home was politely incredulous. “Pardon
but we have never met before.™

“Oh, yves, we have, Mr. Home. You were
in St. Petersburg when there was a plot to
blow up the Czar.”

“The Czar is always being blown up,*
sald Home, in tired tones.”

“He would have died had it not been for
you."

“Why, what had I to do with t?”

The girl sat down on the sofa beside
him. *“I was going to throw the bomb when
I caught sight of you close to the Czar's
entourage,”” she sald, composedly.

“Well 727

“You were 80 handsome that I—-I dida'g
throw."

“What had I to do with t?

“It was an unusually powerful bomb,
You would have been shattered into little
pieces.”

*“*I am very much indebted to you
vour forbearance.”

“You ought to be,” she cried, passion-
ately. “1 knew you were coming here, and—
and awaited your arrival.”

..\\‘h}.';'-

“Why? Oh, mon Dieu! You ask me why?
Why does a woman follow a man to the
ends of the earth?”

The overwhelmed Home murmured that
ke supposed a woman followed a man w0
the ends of the earth because she ought
not to,

The woman gazed at him with gathering
fury.

“Bah! 1 ought to have blown you to
pieces, you cold, inscasible Englishman.™

“It might, perhaps, have saved a certaln
amount of trouble,” acidly agreed Home,

“1 see how It 1s. Now that 1 have made
myself known 1o you—"

“Pardon me, you haven't.”

“Oh, 1 forgot.,” She looked round and
whispered: *1 am Vera Gotschakoff. Now
do you know me?"’

Home rose frigidly. *“You should never
allow personal considerations to interfere
with your work. Didn't you get into
trouble for not throwing that bomb ™

“Oh, yes, a knife thrust in the side from
one of our committee. He's In Siberia now,
poor fellow.”

The young English woman floated past
the open door, steered by a dexterous
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